PREFACE.

This volume comprises the Minor Works of
Shri Shankaracharya. Many of these minor works
are from the pen of the great ieacher, but no ono
can sny definitely that all are. The excellent
adition published by the Vanivilas Press of Shri-
rangam contains a few works mors e. g. fiamARt,
ad=Ey, e &e. Thess I have omitted think-
ing them to be not genuine. That edition containg
numerous devotional Stotras also and many of thesa
I thought it proper to omit, because, in my humble
opinion, the language used and the purport conveyed
do not show them to be Shri Shankara’s* com-
position. This does not mean that the dovotional
stotras included by me in this volume are certainly
all composed by Shri Shankara. 1 am unable
to say any thing definite abont the devoticnal
stotras. As regards the Vedanta Btotras, 1 for one,
have no doubt and consider all of them to be Shri
Shankara’s sublime utterances.

Wxth regard to other wurks, I think sdrgwas,
N and & 7 form matter for con-

# Theidste of Shri Shankars ¢ ¢ Shankaracharya the
author of the three Bhashyas and the establisher of the four
“Shankaracharya—Mathas, is, according fo the lato Lokamanya
B, O, Tilak, 690--722 A, D, -
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traversy. Some may add edR<iegiagrasg and

i too to this list, but not I. Here I should
like to mention o _fradition about fRmemammma.
The tradition is currént in South India that this
was the first work written by Bhri Shankara. When
he wanted 1o begin writing his works he cculd not
decide as tc which he should take up first, On
the first day he wrote a page or so of a gcertain
work and on the next morning awcke to find that
at night, The Unknown hand had efiaced all fhe
writing. . Bo he began a second work only to find

an the swececdizg mormng the ssme cas8 with it
Then he began a third and eo on till the turn came
of [AwmegwAwe, This he found untouched on the
pext morning, snd 80, compI‘etEH this work first

N

of all.

The Vedanta Stotras of Shri bhanksra form
a gpecial class of Vedanta literature and any one
desirous of learning the tenets of Advaita Vedanta
can do no better than read and ponder over these-
These stotrag huve.gained an unparlleled popn”
larity. Verily, ho who is accustomed to the mutter”
ing of thesa stotrns every day enjoys momeuts at
lenst of extacy. That the popularity is wide is
borne out by the fact that tome stotras are known
under more than one name, é. g. 9RwRar ond gra-

afiar form @egzt Other instances are—



(4}

SaTaE = seRiaE;
IRTGE = FAIATTE.

T = EETgHa.

I = Raires = Rk,
e = fates = farraes.
TR = ST,

sia-g eI {l = srgwarges.

Here I must mention that some sse7s i e.
small works are printed in some books a8 stotras.

I bave litile more to say. The dssire fo edit
and publish the works of Shri Shankara in handy
volumes enterad my mind in 1911, I actually began
in 1915 and in 1925 I am finishing the sacred task.
Very few people bave a knowledge of the mundane
difficnlties that troubled me doring this period-
That I have been able to finish this task is doe
to the workings of the Maya of the Almighty, or
I may say, is due to the bleseings of the world-
teacher Shri Shankaracharya.

I conclude with-expressing my gratefalness
10 all persons, who were, during this pariod, con-
nected with me through this work erther thickly
<r thinly, who encouraged me, sympothised with
me and patiently awaited the completion.

Poona city. -
24th- November 1925, } H. R. BasGAVAT.
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